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Analysis:  Refugee  crisis  response  needed 


NAVY  CHAPLAIN 
STAYS  IN  SEKACE 

GOOSE  CREEK.  S.C  .  (BP)  - 
The  attorney  lor  a  longtime 
chaplain  who  survived  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  force  him  out  of  the 
US.  Navy  said  the  decision 
marks  a  victory  ter  everyone 
who  bafeeves  in  religious 
liberty.  "This  is  a  case  where 
a  commanding  officer  sought 
to  punish  and  prematurely 
end  (Wesley  Modder's)  career 


By  Travis  Wuasow 
Correspondent 

Turkey's  chores  received  the 
body  of  three-year-old  Ayian 
Kurdi  minutes  after  a  small 
boat  capsiz  ed  while  carrying 
him  into  -he  Mediterranean 
Sea  in  ear  y  September  with 
his  father,  mother,  four-year- 
old  brother,  and  other  refugees 
from  the  Syrian  Civil  War. 

They  left  with  hope  of  find¬ 
ing  safety  and  security  in  the 
West.  Instead,  Ayian  and  his 
brother  bei^ame  two  of  more 
than  11,000  children  killed 
as  a  result  of  the  war,  as  re¬ 
counted  in  a  Washington  Post 
report  on  Sept. 

The  so-called  Islamic  State 
continues  to  wreak  havoc  in 
Syria  and  across  the  region, 
its  campaign  of  terror  ema¬ 
nating  from  Raqqa,  Syria,  its 
de  facto  capital. 

The  world  is  presented  with 
the  worst  lefugee  crisis  since 
World  War  tl.  Nearly  eight  mil- 


million  Syrians  have  fled  the 
country  in  search  of  safety. 

As  Christians,  we  know  that 
we  must  respond,  and  yet  the 
situation  in  Syria  is  paralyzingly 
complex.  We  don’t  know  what 
to  do.  We’re  afraid  to  act  be¬ 
cause  we  are  unsure  of  the  long¬ 
term  consequences.  We  don  t 
know  which  organizations  to 
trust.  For  today,  nere  are  some 
ways  you  can  begin  to  respond: 


FLEEING  FROM  STRIFE  -  Refugee  families  from  the  Greater  Syria  region  of  the  Middle 
East  tort  through  bags  of  donated  clothing  at  the  Keleti  Train  Station  in  Budapest.  Hungary, 
while  awaiting  permission  to  board  trains  to  their  hoped-for  final  destination  of  Germany.  The 
Syrian  civil  war  and  encroaching  ISIS  forces  have  driven  out  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people 
who  are  now  flooding  into  the  West  in  search  of  a  better •fife.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


Could  nuke  deal  open  doors  to  Gospel? 

WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  Though  could  be  used  by  God  to  open  levd  m«y  involve  tolerant  in 
the  White  House  has  secured  doors  for  the  Go^xl.  treating  non-Muslims  and  the 

sufficient  congressional  sud-  *1  do  behave  that  God  is  sower-  other  minorities.  i  %  . 

cal  leaders  debate  the 
they  must  “acknowl- 


the  deal,"  Ibrahim  said  in  written 
comments.  "In  a  sense,  there  will 
be  a  ‘natural’  exchange 
1  with  Iran,  in  which  our 
1  Gospel  bearers  will  be 
B  able  to  access  a  three- 
^B  I  decade  blocked  country. 

,  1  “In  such  exchange, 

mg]  we  will  be  also  able 
:]  to  bring  our  valuable 
r  gj  pieces  of  Good  News  to 
the  heart  of  the  most 
A  important  Shiite  land. 

This  social  and  rehoous 
exchange  is  important  to  think 

_ _  about  With  Iran  being  open  to 

Ky..  has  critkawf  the  deal  and  the  international  community  I 
told  BP  die  agreement  would  beheve  and  hope,  there  will  be 
have  “various  political  and  eco-  serious  attempts  for  her  to  pres- 
nomie  consequences,”  but  still  ent  a  new  image  that,  in  a  certain 


ensure  its  implementation, 
Southern  Baptist  leaders  con¬ 
tinue  to  warn  die  ac-  _ 

cord  could  facilitate  I 
Islamic  terrorism.  [  ^B 
A  Southern  Baptist  '  |Fj| 
seminary  faculty  mem-  1  f  M 


their  debates,  negotiations,  and 
deals.  While  political  leaders,  I 
beheve,  make  every  effort  to  make 


The  joy  of  fishing 


r  ■  'Were  s  no  greater  joy  than  winning 
■/  someone  else  to  Christ.  Outside 
our  owP  Personal  salvation,  it’s 
the  greatest  joy  we  can  know.  I’ve  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  when  we  get  seri¬ 
ous  about  sharing  our  faith,  and  we  ask 
God.to  help  us  get  ready,  He  will  put 
fish  m  our  net.  As  Jesus  said,  “Foftow 
Me,  and  I  will  make  you  fishers  of  men* 
(Matthew  4:19).  / 

*  u^Ldoes  j*/1?** 1  don  t  do  a  lot  of 
fishing  for  teal  fish,  but  I  do  know  that 


Guest  opinion 

with  David  Jeremiah 


workini 


f  ificfow h ' UnwLearied  fishers 
_____  __  ^If  Chnst  has  ought  us,  we  must 

iJMSS’  ^  DeWrgive  UP 

.  JJj  « the  Gospel  itself.  The  need  is  fish.  That , 

Apostle  Paul  said,  “For  I  am  not  ashamed  ^  a  ^8  problem.  We  live  in  a  world 
of  ofChrist’ for  *t  the  power  biUk>n  of  them  with  more 

SwSSSSSSX*™  ^£SK££“°“,“ 

»bet|M  to  hj£asp«dfc  plan  and 

£3S3gsafc,5Rj.  ssa^fBasiSS 

PM  as  you  share  it.  So.  memorize  John  over  to  speak  with  a  youna 

rit  6^^  Romans  ^  (taMS  wb°  had^n  hired  to  taSb2thepher 
3  23, 6.2s;  5;8;  lay;  10:«  ,0).  conference  sessions  me 

Fishing  also  takes  dedication  and  Steering  the  conversation 

ard  ,rU!t  wi,h  t‘*d.  ^  W  of  winning  (L ** 
b !^!«'wku”a  c#n  w*tness  A*  the  next  session?  he  invitedthe 

py?^ng  a  to  a  soldier,  sending  a  woman  to  the  platform  to  u,. 

£§asg:  g^ggs- 

tributes  to  ourvritness**  ^  ^  ™  H**  » 

said^^^t^8*1^^  Torrey  once  Payii^  to  be  mesent 3  ^  **  *""*  even 
*og*  placed  a  fish  in  your  private 

day  passed  for  ail  thos£iS  th MI  did  13?  if  we  f°Uow 

»ot«peaktoGod,b outffiS^bft  ^n3^?KmakeUsfishersofn,en  » 

my  chance  came,  and  it  was  £?£rivhe£  ^dtfL  ^"fr  w?mVnotbe  following 
to  lead  him  to  Christ.  He  afterwarri^lwP  sooner  or  later 

came  a  preacher  of  the  GomT^d^l,^  ^  not  begin  now  ^ 

m  heaven...  When  you  uiS?tnKnT  this  oldnrayer: 
a  man  to  Christ,  never  giveu^T  *  b  g  some  soul  upon  my  heart 

In  a  sermon  about  being  Iove  tha*  soul  through  me; 

men,  British  pastor  Charles  Spureeon  Thit  1 "W*1  imbly  do  my  P3* 

A^brelk  '  flSfiT  are  “P  at  2K5.  '  To  win  that  soul  to  Thee 

Doggerbank  are  fishinl™nd  th^on  5  fX%or  °f  Shadow  Moun¬ 
ting  fishing  till  late  in  the  aftem<£n  ^m!Pumt»  9"1™  in  El  CVm-  Co.. 

'°“J  “  J“nds  ^k,  men  vrill  V^M^der  and  host  of  Turning  Point  for 

hfay  the  U>rd  Jesus  make  us  hard- 


Another  one  for  the  list 

,J5f  site  for  Family  Radio, 

rtfi&xS&iSSk 

Z^_ •  m  Civil  Engineerina 
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Chnst  of  Latter  Day  Saints,  oth- 
beer^iSwr  ^  t  7nons’  have  Berke 

e»|psagSF  S 
as ■saaBr8**'  S 

mESSS*’  S5 
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Rowe  could  be  charactered*  C>*tml 

gg^SSS^ 

■I  Harold  Egbert  Camping,  an 
ohyureradio and  Intend SWelist 

he  so  boldly  to^Te’ 

his  latert  Judgn^nT-^yT^  Wth  meml 
US  campaign,  so  much  so  that  some 

was  wide 

that  ^  a^d  jL^SSit^y"^* 
omnmg  on  May  2.  -  Maraniiha  - 
even  now,  come  Lord  Jesus!”  Steve 
h«mke,  provost  of  New  Orleans 
Semtnanr  at  the  time,  told  Baptist  ture 

Press  a  lew  days  before  the  predic- 
tion  was  to  pass.  p 

,,  "^»n« both  i  Corinthians 

Kir  iy  and  h°Mr  °f  christs 

return  (Matthew  24:36  and  Mark 

jjjKgH 

^S^erober, 994.  Apparently,  Jn"dlTike™ 

to  remember. 


-wsaa*? 

stament  prophecies  to  predict 
^“*J?“”Jdooror  during  Oc- 

w  Mlller  predicted  became 
as  the  Great  Disappoint- 
“"^^•“.ybebewrefellawav 
Hit.  Undaunted,  Miller 

out  not 

of  us  are  old  enough  to  re- 
^oot).  who  wrote  88  Reasons 

rags’Xria SsSk. 

--and  the  Bible  isn't.  8  M* 
Wfien  his  prediction  did  not 
Mmpel  Jesus  to  return  that  year 
Whuenant  issued  other  pro-  ’ 

nouncemen,  that  Christ  would 
return  in  i989, 1993,  and  ,994 
T>us,  Whuenant  became  the 

h,.....i - in  the  annals  of  Rap- 

■  ticators. 

IW  Allen,  dean  of  Southwest- 

that  when  faced  with  Jesus’  words 

^SuL^J?,£.«otradic‘o'> 
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Platt:  retirement  incentive  'generous  as  possible' 


to  those  new  missionaries,  *You 
don’t  have  a  choice,”*  Platt  said. 
“In  light  of  our  commitment  to 
them,  we  want  to  give  them  the 
same  voluntary  choice  we’re  giv¬ 
ing  everyone  else." 

Thirdly,  sending  people 
through  IMB  “is  bom  out  of  a 
conviction  that  new  missionar¬ 
ies  being  sent  from  churches 
through  the  IMB  is  a  foundation¬ 
al,  non -negotiable  part  of  who 
we  are  ana  what  we  do,"  Platt 
said,  noting  if  IMB  were  to  freeze 
sending  new  missionaries,  with¬ 
in  three  years  IMB  would  have 
zero  apprentices  or  journeyman 
on  the  held. 

“Further,  regarding  the  SBC, 
the  IMB  foundationally  exists 
to  serve  SBC  churches  by  facili¬ 
tating  the  sending  of  missionar¬ 
ies  from  those  churches,"  Platt 
said.  “The  less  people  we  send, 
the  fewer  churches  we  serve. 
The  fewer  churches  we  serve,  the 
more  we  forsake  one  of  our  pri¬ 
mary  foundations.* 

A  decline  in  sending  mission¬ 
aries  historically  results  in  a  de¬ 
cline  in  IMB’s  relationship  with 
SBC  churches,  Platt  said.  He  also 
noted  that  of  the  approximately 
300  new  missionaries  1MB  has 
planned  to  send  in  2Q15  and 
2016,  respectively,  more  than 
half  of  that  number  includes 
short-term  missionaries. 

Among  those  300  mission¬ 
aries,  omy  135  of  them  will  be 
long-term.  That  number  is  ap¬ 
proximately  one-third  of  the 
long-term  missionaries  IMB  sent 
a  decade  ago. 

Fourth,  cutting  or  freez¬ 
ing  new  missionary  sending 
wouldn’t  address  IMB  s  imme¬ 
diate  need  to  fix  its  long-term 
cost  structure.  IMB  must  get  to 
a  place  of  short-term  financial 
responsibility'  and  long-term 
financial  sustainability,  Platt 
said,  and  simply  freezing  the 
number  of  new  missionaries  for 
the  next  two  years  will  not  solve 
that  problem. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  -  In  the 

first  phase  of  the  International 
Mission  Board  (IMB)  plan  to 
addraa  revenue  shortfalls,  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC)  agency’s  leadership  an¬ 
nounced  details  of  a  voluntary 
retirement  incentive  during 
town  hall  meetings  with  person¬ 
nel  on  Sept.  10. 

The  goal  of  the  ptan,  IMB 
leaders  snared,  is  to  otter  as  gen¬ 
erous  a  voluntary  retirement  in¬ 
centive  as  possible  while  honor¬ 
ing  the  years  of  service  of  those 
eligible  and  providing  smooth 
transitions  for  personnel  from 
their  current  roles. 

IMB  will  offer  the  voluntary 
ictirement  incentive  to  all  eli¬ 
gible  staff  and  active  career  mis¬ 
sionaries  age  50  and  older,  with 
five  or  more  years  of  service  as 
of  Dec.  31,  2015.  For  a  mission¬ 
ary  couple  to  be  eligible  for  the 
incentive,  only  one  spouse  is  re¬ 
quired  to  meet  the  qualifications. 


(ABOVE)  INCENTIVE  DETAILED  -  Rodney  Freeman  (right),  vice  president  for  support  services 
at  the  International  Mission  Board  (IMB)  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Convention,  fields  questions  inside 
the  board's  Richmond,  Va.,  headquarters  from  staff  regarding  the  voluntary  retirement  incentive 
to  be  offered  by  IMB  in  the  near  future.  Also  sitting  on  the  Q&A  panel  were  IMB  officers  (from  left) 
Clyde  Meador,  executive  advisor  to  the  president;  David  Platt,  president;  and  Sebastian  Traeger, 
executive  vice  president.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 

COOL  BREAK  -  In  a  remote 


Generous 

sire  in  all  of 

this  is  to  be  as  \. 

generous  as  H  J 

possible  to  as  I 
many  people 
as  possible,  ■ 

dent  David  \  u 

Platt  said,  pi  Ayr 

“Since  we  are 
asking  every¬ 
one  in  the  organization  to  pray 
and  discern  if  the  Lord  is  leading 
them  to  a  new  place  of  involve¬ 
ment  in  mission,  we  know  that 
50-year-olds,  for  example,  are 
going  to  be  doing  exacdy  that 
and  if  the  Lord  leads  them  to 
make  a  transition,  we  want  to 
provide  for  them  as  generously 
as  possible. 

LWe  want  this  to  be  a  picture 
of  honor  for  past  service  in  mis¬ 
sion,  as  well  as  future  service  in 
mission.  I  am  trusting  that  just 
as  God  has  mightily  used  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  through  the  IMB 
in  the  past.  He  has 


end  of  January  2016. 

IMB  will  provide  a  transi¬ 
tion  team  to  serve  every  person 
who  chooses  to  take  the  incen¬ 
tive.  Missionaries  will  be  given 
a  transition  grant  to  accommo¬ 
date  their  adjustment.  Also,  lo¬ 
ad  churches,  seminaries,  and 
state  conventions  have  contacted 
IMB  offering  to  help  missionar¬ 
ies  transitioning  back  to  the  U.S. 
and  committing  to  pray  for  IMB 
during  this  time  of  transition. 

The  retirement  incentive  in¬ 
formation  was  shared  in  two 
segments  during  the  town  hall 
meetings:  first  to  missionary 
personnel,  who  mostly  attended 

w  ~~  - — - -  via  electronic  communication 

finalize  their  decisions  in  early  and  then  in  person  and  online 
December.  Those  with  greater  to  staff,  who  are  mostly  based  in 
than  15  years  of  service  will  be  IMB  headquarters  in  Richmond 
given  “emeritus"  status  to  honor  The  two  meeting  times  allowed 
their  years  of  service.  leadership  to  convey  specific  de- 

Not  all  missionaries  will  tails  that  pertain  to  each  group, 
choose  to  transition  to  the  U.S.  The  incentive  originally  was  an - 
Some  mav  choose  to  stay  on  the  nounoed  during  an  Aug.  27  town 


in  the  past.  He  has  plans  to  use 
them  mightily  beyond  the  IMB 
in  the  future,  far  beyond  what 
any  of  us  can  ask  or  imagine." 


Details 

Sebastian  Traeger,  IMB  ex 
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deepest  crevices  in  our  hearts  with  the 
things  that  truly  make  a  difference.  For 
some  it  was  like  a  Damascus  Road  expe¬ 
rience,  not  at  all  unlike  the  Apostle  Paul 
who  so  dramatically  came  to  know  Jesus 
and  iron-  that  day  on  would  give  Him  all 
the  way  the  rest  of  his  life. 

For  others  it  may  have  been  a  “come 
to  Jesus"  kind  of  moment  as  Peter  ex¬ 
perienced  in  John  21  when  Jesus  asked, 
*Do  you  love  me"  (v.  15)?  What  4  it  in 
your  life  that  you  love  more  than  Jesus 
and  how  do  you  respond  when  the  Lord 
Himself  says,  "Do  you  love  me?"  Those 
kinds  of  changes  can  be  dramatic,  im¬ 
mediate,  so  profound  that  your  relation¬ 
ships  and  the  radiance  in  your  face  and 
on  your  life  will  be  noticeable.  That 
said,  the  truth  is  that  only  God  can  truly 
bring  changes  in  any  one  of  us. 

Maybe  you  have  already  experienced 
the  wonder  of  God’s  grace  that  can  make 
a  difference  and  maybe  someone  of  you 
reading  this  article  recognizes  that  you 
need  God  to  do  something  marvelous  in 
your  life.  Simply  growing  up  past  the 
fourth  grade,  gaining  weight,  losing  hair, 
advancing  past  fourth  grade  academics 
does  not  mean  that  you  really  have  come 
to  maturity  in  the  Lord.  There  mav  be 
in  each  of  us  today  things  that  God  still 
wants  to  change,  improve,  point  us  in 
a  new  direction  so  that  our  lives  will 
become  more  fruitful  and  more  fit  for 
the  kingdom  of  God.  People  do  grow  up, 
but  allow  God  today,  this  very  day,  to  do 
something  in  you  that  He  may  have  been 
prodding  and  probing  to  do  for  a  long 
time  ana  you  just  haven’t  let  Him.  It  is 
time  to  grow  up. 


Not  everyone  but  most  people 

eventually  will  grow  up.  It  may 
take  a  little  time,  detour,  down 
some  unusual  paths  and  even  require 
digging  out  of  a  few  ditches  in  order  to 
get  there  but  people  grow  up.  I  recent! 


iv  people  started  calling  me  JLj  V  V/iiLUClliY  MV/  VJ1VT?  W  1 

than  Jimmy  but  it  happened  ** 

eKp10r  cute  ain’t  there  and  I’m  not  blonde  head-  thought  about  we  do  change,  but  we 

Were  vou  in  Mrs  Aldridae’s  ed  anymore."  We  laughed  and  she  said,  don’t  change.  We  study,  learn,  think 

fou^md^inli^rnenure  “Well,  I  could  not  believe  that  that  was  travel,  are  affected  by  those  around  1 

hat  would  be  me  "  I  said  ?At  P011  w*ien  Y011  8°*  UP  an<*  started  preach-  and  the  skies  above  us,  but  m  anotht 

his  sweet  ladv  said  “  Well  ing  the  way  you  did"  I  told  her  I’m  still  sense,  the  basic  person  that  we  are  a 

iat  was  you  You  sat  behind  shy  and  slightly  withdrawn  but  that  I  much  of  the  character  that  we  beconr 

>urth  erade  "  have  grown  up  some  over  the  years.  stays  the  same, 

oint  I  wondered  what  in  the  I  did  not  tell  her  but  I  have  been  in  Oh,  I  know  that  there  are  radical 
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Indian  Christians  being  coerced  to  convert  to  Hinduism 


NEW  DELHI  (BP)  -  Heightened 
hostilities  against  Christians  m  In¬ 
dia  that  began  late  last  year  have 
continued  through  the  summer, 
with  Hindu  extremists  threaten¬ 
ing  Christians  and  forcing  them  to 
“reconvert"  to  Hinduism,  church 
leaders  said. 

In  Rajasthan  state  in  the 
northwest,  10  Christian  families 
in  Nakhnool  village,  near  Ahvar, 
have  fled  after  intolerant  Hindus 
harassed  and  threatened  to  kiB 
them,  area  church  leaders  said. 

"Since  June  27,  we  have  not 
been  able  to  have  any  kind  of 
worship  meetings,"  area  pan- 
tor  Maikeet  Singh  told  Morning 
Star  News,  a  Cahfomia-based 
independent  news  service  focus¬ 
ing  on  the  persecution  of  Chris¬ 
tians  worldwide.  "The  extremists 
threatened  to  harm  us  if  we  utter 
the  name  of  Christ  or  conduct  any 
Christian  meetings." 

Tensions  grew  on  July  19  when 
members  of  the  Hindu  extremist 
Shiv  Sena.  Rashtriya  Swayamse- 
vak  Sangh  (RSS)  and  Bharatiya 
Janata  Party  (BJP)  in  the  village 
held  a  "homecoming"  to  Hindu¬ 
ism  (Ghar  Vaps  in  front  of  Pas¬ 
tor  Pratap  Singh's  house. 

"About  600  people  gathered 
in  front  of  Pastor  Stacks  house, 
put  up  die  idol  of  the  Hindu  god 
Hanuman,  forced  Pastor  Singh 
and  10  family  members  to  wor¬ 
ship  the  idol  and  forced  him  to 
sign  a  paper  which  said,  ’1  am 
willing  to  he  a  Hindu,’"  said  Ra- 


RISING  TENSIONS  —  Baptisms  taking  place  in  Hyderabad, 
one  of  Indie's  largest  cities,  reflect  the  growing  Christian  pres¬ 
ence  in  Indie  but  also  the  dangerous  friction  developing  with 
the  larger  and  predominant  non-Christian  religions  that  wield 
tremendous  social  and  political  power.  (BP  photo) 

jamman  Johnson,  regional  sec-  Singh  closely  for  a  tag  time,  and 
retary  of  the  Friends  Missionary  then  they  dragged  him  back  from 
Prayer  Band  (FMPB).  his  hiding  place  to  forcefully  con- 

^They  forced  them  to  drink  wa-  vert  him  along  with  10  members 
ter  procured  from  the  Ganga  River  of  his  family  to  Hinduism  in  an 
and  put  kuntkum  (red  marks]  on  hour-long  Char  Vapri  ceremony," 
their  foreheads  to  show  that  they  he  said. 

were  now  Hindus,”  Johnson  said.  Pastor  Singh,  who  had  been 
As  the  Hindu  extremists  had  ministering  in  the  village  for 
thmftmd  to  kiO  him  if  he  eon-  15  yean,  began  receiving  death 

tinued  to  lead  worship  meetings,  threats  around  Christinas  last 
Pastor  Singh  had  been  in  hfcfta  year,  church  leaders  said.  Hindu 
for  a  month.  The  extremists  found  extremists  undertook  a  aeries  of 
him  and  to(*ltan  to  h»  house  for  largely  bogus,  forced  conversion 
the  ritual  Johnaon  said  ceremonies  during  the  Christmas 

“The  extremists  had  been  foL-  season  after  the  BJP-led  coali- 
towing  the  movement  of  Pastor  tion  government  of  Prime  Minis¬ 


ter  Narendra  Modi  took  office  in 
May  2014. 

The  extremists  boldly  claimed 
that  they  were  the  ruling  [BJP] 
party  in  the  state,  and  that  they 
can  stop  whatever  they  Kke, 
Johnson  said  The  support  they 

efrom  the  police  and  the  village 
d  emboldened  their  actions. 
Anil  Mash,  another  area 
Christian  leader,  told  Morning 
Star  News  that  Christians  in  the 
village  have  stopped  meeting  and 
are  living  in  fear. 

"The  extremists  threatened  to 
socially  boycott  the  Christians  if 
they  continue  to  worship  Christ 
and  threatened  to  kiB  them  if  they 
submit  a  police  complaint  against 
anyone,"  he  said 

About  seven  miles  away  in 
Narpur  village,  Hindu  extremists 
on  June  28  held  a  "reconversion" 
ritual  in  which  50  Christians  were 
forcefully  converted  to  Hinduism, 
said  Johnson  of  the  FMPB. 

The  Hindu  extremists  collect¬ 
ed  50  Christians  from  Nakhnool, 
Kota  and  NBckach  villages  and 
conducted  a  Ghar  Vapsi  on  the 
land  of  the  FMBP,  and  the  ex¬ 
tremists  further  threatened  to  kill 
and  cut  the  Christians  into  pieces 
if  ****  to  c^urc* 

In  Bandholi,  about  nine  miles 
from  Nakhnool  viBase,  Hindu 
extremists  secretly  Manned  to 
demolish  the  FMPB  building  on 
July  18,  he  said  adding  they  also 
threatened  to  harm  the  family  of 


local  evangelist  Malkeeth  Singh. 
Christian  leaders  approached  the 
Alwar  superintendent  of  police, 
and  as  a  result  the  extremists 
abandoned  plans  to  destroy'  the 
church  building. 

They  continued  to  threaten 
to  kill  the  Christians,  however, 
if  they  hold  worship  meetings  in 
the  area. 

In  Maharashtra  state  on  In¬ 
dia’s  western  coast,  Hindu  ex 
tremists  since  July  19  have  been 
massing  to  stop  village  Christians 
from  worshipping. 

“On  every  Sunday  for  more 
than  a  month  now,  around  100 
Hindu  extremists  gathered  near 
where  we  are  conducting  Sunday 
meetings  and  threatened  to  harm 
some  of  our  church  members  if 
they  continue  to  attend  the  prayer 
meetings,"  said  Pastor  Benjamin 
Gomes  of  New  Life  Grace  Min¬ 
istries  in  Pinguli  village,  Kudal, 
Sindhugurh.  “Even  tne  village 
head  told  us  to  stop  the  meeting " 

The  extremists  submitted 
a  police  complaint  against  the 
Christians,  alleging  forced  con¬ 
version.  Police  later  summoned 
the  Christians  and  told  them  to 
stop  meeting,  but  church  mem 
bers  went  to  the  police  station 
and  told  officers  that  they  attend 
ed  the  church  of  their  own  free 
will  and  Mid  there  was  no  force 
ful  conversion  or  defaming  of 
Hindu  gods,  said  the  Rev.  Anand 
Chougule,  an  area  pastor. 


North  Korea  again  persecuting  Christians 


NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  The  adoption  of  a  reso¬ 
lution  by  messengers  to  this  summer’s  an- 


AUM 


tist  Convention  in  Columbus, 
regarding  “religious  persecution 
and  human  rights  violations  in 
North  Korea,"  has  coincided  with 
what  the  resolution’s  originator 
calls  a  renewed  international  chal¬ 
lenge  to  the  nation. 

The  watchdog  group  Open 
Doors  has  named  North  Korea 
as  the  world’s  worst  persecu¬ 
tor  of  Christians  for  the  past  13 
years,  and  estimates  that  the  communist 
totalitarian  regime  run  by  ruthless  dicta¬ 
tor  Kim  Jong  Un  may  have  recently  forced 
50,000-70,000  Christians  into  political 
prison  camp6. 

The  SBC  resolution  notes  that  “an  esti¬ 
mated  200,000  to  400,000  Christians  in 
North  Korea  remain  at  grave  risk 
of  persecution." 

Daniel  Aum,  a  messenger 
to  the  Columbus  meeting  who 
submitted  the  resolution  s  ini¬ 
tial  draft  to  the  SBC  Resolutions 
Committee,  told  Baptist  Press 
there  has  been  “a  tremendous 
momentum  swing"  related  to 
North  Korea  among  U.S.  and  for¬ 
eign  leaders. 

Aum,  an  attorney  and  fellow 
at  the  Robert  F.  Kennedy  Center  for  Justice 
and  Human  Rights  in  Washington,  D.C., 
said  the  SBC  resolution  has  been  presented 
to  members  of  die  U.S.  Congress  as  they 
consider  legislation  calling  for  investiga¬ 
tion  and  sanction  of  North  Korea’s  human 

H^Ttenaine  of  die  congressional  Mis  the 
North  Korea  Sanctions  Enforcement  Act  of 

2015  (H.R.  757) 

“Discussion  in  the  U.S.  and  around  the 
world  was  primarily  focused  on  the  North 
Korean  nuclear  question,"  said  Aum,  but  a 
2014  report  on  North  Korea  by  the  United 
Nations  Commission  of  Inquiry  has  “galva¬ 
nized  the  U.S.  government  Irs  galvanized 
the  South  Korean  government  it’s  moved 
the  international  community  “ 

Nine  areas  of  human  rights  abuses  in 
the  Democratic  People’s  Republic  of  Ko¬ 
rea,  as  North  Korea  prefers,  calling  itself, 
were  documented  in  the  Report  of  the 
U.N.  Commission  of  Inquiry  on  Human 
Rights  and  referenced  Aum’s  SBC  reso¬ 
lution.  Those  abuses  include  torture  and 
inhumane  treatment,  arbitrary  arrest, 
and  detention  and  violations  of  tf 
to  life. 


The  “landmark  report,"  Aum  said,  “ele¬ 
vated  the  North  Korean  human  rights  issue 
to  a  place  where  it  can  no  longer 
be  denied"  or  “discounted."  In  its 
emphasis  on  human  rights,  Aum 
the  report  has  become  “one 


fthe  right 


matically  new  approach"  follow¬ 
ing  the  report’s  release  by  say¬ 
ing  it  “accepted"  some  previous 
U.N.  human  rights  recommen¬ 
dations,  according  to  38  North, 
a  website  devoted  to  analysis  of  North  Ko¬ 
rea,  which  noted  the  nation’s  prior  refusal 
“to  accept  any  of  the  proffered  recom¬ 
mendations  for  improving  human  rights... 
made  by  other  governments." 

Two  Americans  accused  of  anti-state 
crimes  against  North  Korea  —  Kenneth 
Bae,  who  had  been  held  for  two 
years,  and  Jeffrey  Fowle,  who  had 
been  held  for  six  months  —  were 
freed  several  months  after  die 
U.N.  report’s  publication. 

A  report  by  the  George  W. 
Bush  Institute  in  Dallas  called 
foe  U.N.  report  “a  manifestation 
of  the  growing  global  awareness 
of  the  magmnae  of  human  in¬ 
justice  in  North  Korea."  After  de¬ 
cades  of  regarding  human  rights 
discussion  as  “at  best,  a  distraction,  or  at 
worst,  a  detriment  to  denuclearization  ne¬ 
gotiations,”  U.S.  officials  “should  consider 
a  Rights  Up-Frorrt  approach  in  [their]  ne¬ 
gotiations  with  North  Korea,"  according  to 
die  Bush  Institute  report 

“Pressing  on  human  rights  may  actu¬ 
ally  elicit  cooperation  from  the  North  on 
the  nudear  issue  as  a  way  for  Pyongyang  to 
deflect  pressure,"  the  Bush  Institute  added. 

SBC  messengers,  in  the  resolution  ad¬ 
opted  during  the  convention's  annual  meet¬ 
ing  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  “appealed]  to  [dic¬ 
tator]  Kim  Jong  Un  and  the  government  of 
North  Korea  to  respect  and  ensure  human 
rights  for  all  individuals  as  obligated  both 
by  biblical  teaching  and  the  international 
covenants  to  which  it  is  a  State  Party." 

The  resolution  “urae[d]  President 
Barack  Obama  and  both  houses  of  the  US 
Congress  to  do  all  they  can  to  pressure  the 
government  of  North  Korea  to  respect  the 
dignity  and  religious  freedom  of  all  its  citi¬ 
zens"  and  called  for  prayer  “that  God  will 
turn  die  heart  of  Kim  Jong  Un  to  Himself 
and  that  President  Kim  might  grant  to  all 
the  people  of  North  Korea  the  respect  they 
deserve  as  God’s  creation." 
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GRAVE  RISK  -  Open  Doors  has  named  North  Korea  as  the  world's  worst 
persecutor  of  Christians  for  the  past  13  years,  and  estimates  that  the  com¬ 
munist  totalitarian  regime  may  have  recently  forced  50,000-70,000  Christians 
inte  political  prison  camps. 


Aum  said  North  Korea’s  torture  of  politi¬ 
cal  prisoners  has  included  pulling  out  their 
fingernails,  pouring  boiling  water  down 
then  throats,  burning  them,  and  forcing 
pregnant  women  to  have  abortions  up  to 
the  ninth  month  of  gestation.  Repeat  of¬ 
fenders  can  face  immediate  execution  by 
firing  squad,  he  said. 

Charles  Armstrong,  a  professor  of  Ko¬ 
rean  history  at  Columbia  University  in 
New  York  City,  told  Baptist  Press  (BP)  in 
written  comments,  “Christians  seem  to 
be  particular  targets  of  oppression,  not  so 
mud)  because  the  regime  is  anti-religion 
(although  that  is  part  of  it)  but  because 
Christianity  is  closely  associated  with  the 
American  ‘enemy.*” 

The  North  Korean  constitution  “guaran¬ 
tees  freedom  of  religion,  believe  it  or  not, 
but  this  freedom  is  secondary  to  national 
security  -  and  Christianity  almost  by  defi¬ 
nition  is  a  national  security  risk,  from  the 
North  Korean  government  s  point  of  view," 
Armstrong,  who  was  raised  in  a  Southern 
Baptist  church,  said  in  written  comments. 

This  is  especially  ironic,"  Armstrong 
continued,  “because  the  founding  leader  at 
North  Korea,  Kim  Jong  Un’s  grandfather 


Kim  II  Sung,  was  raised  in  a  devout  Pres¬ 
byterian  household  and  [the  North  Korean 
capital  city  of)  Pyongyang  was  once  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  Protestant  Christianity  in  all  of  Korea.'” 

Armstrong  advocated  support  of  relief 
organizations  that  deliver  food  and  medi¬ 
cine  to  needy  North  Koreans  but  “in  the 
long  run,"  he  said,  “only  a  fundamental 
change  in  the  political  system  can  resolve 
the  human  rights  problem." 

Paul  Kim,  Asian  American  adviser  to 
the  SBC  Executive  Committee  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  told  BP  he  prays  that  the  Christian 
missions  movement  can  make  strategic 
inroads  as  it  shares  the  Gospel  with  lost 
North  Korean  citizens. 

“There  is  no  freedom,  and  there  is  per¬ 
secution"  in  North  Korea,  said  Kim,  pastor 
emeritus  of  .Antioch  Church  in  Cambridge, 
Ma.  That's  the  reality  of  North  Korea  and 
China.  There  is  always  persecution.  Chris¬ 
tians  are  underground. 

Aum  recommends  that  .American  be¬ 
lievers  concerned  for  North  Korea  raise 
awareness  within  their  circles  of  influence, 
pray,  and  ask  their  members  of  Congress  to 
pressure  North  Korea  to  stop  violating  hu¬ 
man  rights. 


Kentucky  clerk  jailed  for  marriage  stand  is  released 


ASHLAND.  Ky.  (BP)  -  Rowan  marriage  licenses  to  same  sex 
County  Clerk  Kim  Davis  was  couples,  the  Lo  \jville  Courier- 

freed  from  jail  Sept.  _  Journal  reported.  He 

8  by  the  same  federal  — ordered  I)avis  to  i**1 
judge  who  had  earlier  £2 Sept.  3  wht  she  again 
imprisoned  her  on  con-  refused  to  comply  with 

tempt  of  court  charges  his  previous  order  to 

for  declining  to  process  grant  licenses, 

a  marriage  license  for  a  In  a  ti^-page  or 

homosexual  couple  der.  Bunnmg  said 

U.S.  District  Judge  Davis'  release  was  on 

David  Bunning  in  Asn-  the  condition  she  not 

land,  Ky..  ordered  Da-  DAVIS  “interfere  is  any  way. 

vis’  release  after  he  directly  or  indirectly, 

became  convinced  the  deputy  with  the  efforts  of  her  deputy 

clerks  in  her  Rowan  County  of-  clerks  to  issue  marriage  licenses 
fice  had  obeyed  his  order  to  issue  to  all  legally  eligible  couples," 


according  to  the  newspaper.  He 
would  consider  “appropriate 
sanctions"  if  Davis  interferes, 
Bunning  said. 

Davis  jailing  is  the  latest 
repercussion  from  the  U.S.  Su¬ 
preme  Court’s  June  26  decision 
legalizing  same  sex  marriage 
nationwide.  Citing  her  Chris¬ 
tian  beliefs  about  marriage,  Da¬ 
vis  halted  the  issuance  c  ilicens- 
es  from  her  office  to  all  couples 
after  the  opinion. 

The  Supreme  Court’s  5-4 
ruling  in  June  heightened 
concerns  among  religious  lib¬ 
erty  promoters  regarding  the 


threat  legalized  gay  marriage 
poses  to  Christian  individu¬ 
als  and  institutions,  as  well 
as  other  defenders  of  biblical, 
traditional  marriage. 

The  opinion  prompted  some 
country  clerks  to  resign  their 
jobs  rather  than  issue  licenses 
to  gay  couples,  while  others 
have  nekl  onto  their  ^jobs  while 
refusing  to  provide  licenses.  In 
the  private  sector,  some  busi¬ 
nesses  were  closed  even  before 
the  Supreme  Court  ruling  as  a 
result  of  the  owners*  refusal  to 
compromise  their  belief  that 
marriage  is  only  between  a  man 


and  a  woman.  Wedding  ven¬ 
dors  including  florists,  photog¬ 
raphers  and  bakers  have  been 
especially  vulnerable  in  states 
where  same  sex  marriage  was 
already  legal. 

Davis,  a  Democrat,  has  been 
described  in  news  reports  as 
an  Apostolic  Christian.  She  ac¬ 
tively  participates  in  her  church 
and  leads  a  weekly  Bible  study 
at  a  local  jail,  according  to  a  le 
gal  document  filed  with  the  fed¬ 
eral  court.  She  has  been  mar 
ried  four  times,  three  of  which 
tx'curred  before  her  conversion 
to  Christianity. 
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KREOLE  AVENUE  CHURCH  MOSS  DniRrr 

ir,duc1ion  Aug.  30.  Shown 
fnnn'r*  Robf£*on'  Christopher  Babilon.  Joshua 
Luna,  George  Babilon,  and  pastor  Don  Womble 


CHURCH,  BENTON  -  TIPPAH 
ASSOCIATION,  recently  licensed  Kenny  Harrison 
to  the  ministry.  Shown  are  Harrison  and  pastor 
Chris  Lewellen. 


BUNKER  HAL  CHURCH,  COLUMBIA,  held  a  note 
burning  service  July  26  for  their  new  sanctuary  ShoS, 

wD'WSs  Ti,n  Bu*k*eV-  Pastor  Randy  Gardner 
Ricky  Ladner,  and  associate  pastor  Will  Jordan 
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A  dedication  ceremony  was  held  Sept.  3  for  Futral  Hall  at  WILLIAM 
CAREY  UNIVERSITY.  Shown  is  Jim  Futral,  executive  director- 
treasurer,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  cutting  the  ribbon 
for  the  men's  residence  hall  which  opened  in  August. 


Mary  McRae  is  the  new 
Student  Government 
Association  president 
at  MISSISSIPPI 

COLLEGE  for  2015-16. 
An  MC  junior,  she  is  a 
21-year-oldTishomingo 
County  resident. 


In  other  College  News: 

>  Mississippi  College  was  ranked  at  the  nth  best  value  among  the  South’s  regional  universities, 
according  to  a  September  9  report  in  U.S.  News  and  World  Report. 

►  William  Carey  University  was  ranked  as  the  #1  best  value  among  the  South’s  regional  universi¬ 
ties,  according  to  a  September  9  report  in  U.S.  News  and  World  Report. 
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ANTIOCH  CHURCH,  MONTICELLO,  COURTLAND  CHURCH.  CENTRAL  CHURCH, 

called  James  E.  McKneely,  Sr.,  as  pas-  COURTLAND,  has  MCNEILL,  has  called 

tor  May  17  He  is  shown  with  his  wife  called  Kevin  Brown  as  Hunter  Williams  as 

Kftifefe  f  pastor  youth  director. 


lead  Pastor 

Colorado  Communrty  Churcfi 
Oenvdr  Colorado 
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ICKE  ECS  HNVUVE  HKVEC  PXEL  ECS 
TCPUTCSH;  CS  ECKE  LOSUTLYSEC 
HCKDD  XLE  FS  CPUE  LA  ECS  HSTLXR 


Christi  Gibson 


RSKEC 


USOSDKEVLX  EIL:  SDSOSX 


I  -  Christ i  Gibson  (center)  and  her  children  Callii 
husband  and  father.  New  Orleans  Seminary  prof 

after  il  was  reveal*d  that  his 
photo/CNN  screen  grab) 


and  Trey  discuss  the  suicide  of  their 

Family  of  John  Gibson 
discuss  circumstances  i 

NEW  ORLEANS  (BP  and  local 
report*)  —  The  family  of  New 
Orleans  Seminary  (NOBTS) 


Clue:  £  =  H 
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King  Janes  Version  Bible  verse  has 

letter  substitutu  r  TV  _ _ 

the  puzzle.  Soh*  l  w  '  ‘ 
puzzle:  1  Timothy  4:1 

By  Charles  Marx,  ( >32-2004,  ©  2005 


l/pfcyrophy  and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl 

T-  ”  "  '  * - ’ — J  been  encoded  bi 

n  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week’s 


husband  also  expressed  great 
sorrow  for  his  actions. 

In  the  CNN  interview,  the 
fiunOy  acknowledged  they 
would  have  been  willing  to  for¬ 
give  Gibson’s  failures  and  work 
toward  restoration  if  they  had 
been  given  a  chance.  “I  sdU  be¬ 
lieve  it  could  have  been  fixed.  It 
could  have  been  healed,"  Christi 
Gibson  said. 

"There  is  brokenness  in  ev¬ 
ery  single  one  of  us.  We  all  have 
things  that  we  struggle  with," 
she  said.  “It  wasn’t  so  bad  that 
we  wouldn't  have  forgiven  it, 
and  so  many  people  have  said 
that  to  us,  but  for  John,  it  car¬ 
ried  with  him  such  shame." 

Christi  .also  expressed  her 
concern  for  other  families  grap¬ 
pling  with  the  fallout  from  the 
Ashley  Madison  scandal.  For 
the  millions  of  families  affected, 
she  encouraged  love  and  for¬ 
giveness.  "These  were  real  peo¬ 
ple  with  real  families,  real  pain 
and  real  loss.  Don’t  underesti¬ 
mate  the  power  of  love.  Nothing 
is  worth  the  loss  of  a  father  and 
a  husband  and  a  friend.  It  just 
didn  t  merit  it" 

Kelley  asked  for  continued 
prayer  for  the  Gibson  family  and 
the  entire  NOBTS  commvnity  as 
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At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  also 
sensed  as  pastor  of  First  Church 
in  Peariington. 

Gibson,  56,  was  discov- 
ered  at  his  home  on  the  semi¬ 
nary  campus  at  approximately 
5  30  p.m.  on  Aug.  24  by  his 
wife  Christi  when  she  arrived 
home  from  work.  After  finding 
Gibaon  unresponsive,  she  im- 
mediately  notified  emergency 
medical  service.  EMS  workers 
were  unable  to  revive  him,  and 
Gibson  was  pronounced  dead 
at  the  scene. 
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Truth  is  not  relative. 

Find  it  in  the  One  who  is  the  way,  truth,  and  life. 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer  with  God 
in  your  o\\  n  words: 
1.  lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  \ou.  (I  have  sinned.) 
^  2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 

^  and  freedom  from  eternal  death.  (I  repent.) 

I,  I  believe  lesiis  died  and  rose  from  the 
grave  to  forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  sou. 
Mh  1 1  believe  in  )esus.) 

*W.  Bv  failh,  I  inv iti*  Jesus  C  hrisl  into  my  life. 
From  LM4ime  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving  relationship 
^  Him.  (I  receive  C  hrist  as  mv  Say  ioj^and  lord.) 

Rot  as  received  hint,  hi  them  he  gave  the  right  In  become  thildrvn  of 

Cod.  oven  to  those  who  believe  in  his  n<irite."  (John  t :  1 2) 
It  v on  make  J  decision  for  (  hrist  todav,  contact  a  local  Southern  Baptist  church 

ior  spiritual  guidance. 


between  the  country's  Sunni 
Muslim  majority  against  the  pres¬ 
ident’s  Shia  Alawite  Muslim  sect. 

The  conflict  has  drawn  in 
neighboring  countries  and  world 
powers  andled  to  the  rise  of  jihad - 
Q:  What  is  the  Syria  refii-  ist  groups,  including  the  seff-pro 
gee  crisis?  claimed  Islamic  State. 

A:  For  the  past  four  years,  Syr- 

ia  has  been  in  a  civil  war  that  has  Q:  What  is  the  U.S.  doing 
forced  u  milhon  people  —  half  about  the  refugee  crisis? 
the  country’s  pre-crisis  popula-  Since  the  start  of  the  conflict, 
tion  —  to  flee  their  homes.  Nearly  the  UJS.  has  admitted  1,500  refu- 
seven  million  Syrians  have  been  gees  from  Syria.  At  a  press  brief- 

mtemaDy  displaced  within  the  ing  Sept.  10,  White  House  Press 
country  and  four  million  have  fled  Secretary  John  Earnest  toki  re- 
Syria  for  other  countries.  porters  that  the  Obama  adminis- 

The  result  is  one  of  the  largest  trabon  is  making  plans  to  accept 
forced  migrations  since  World  10,000  Syrian  refugees  in  the  next 
War  II.  budget  year.  (There  is  currently 

cap  of  70,000  refugee  visas  a  year 
O:  If  this  has  been  going  that  U.S.  officials  can  issue.) 
on  for  years,  why  is  this  now 

in  the  news?  Q:  Where  exactly  is  Syria 

A:  The  images  of  the  lifeless  located  in  the  Middle  East? 
body  of  a  three-vear-oJd  Syrian  A:  Syria  is  located  north  of  the 
refugee  captured  the  attention  of  Arabian  Peninsula  at  the  eastern 
the  global  media  in  early  Septem-  end  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 


The  following  FAQ  is  reprint¬ 
ed  from  the  Sept  11  issue  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and  Re¬ 
ligious  Liberty  Commission’s 
newsletter,  The  Weekly: 


CRISIS 

coot  from  p.  1 

Pray 

Jesus  tells  us  that  if  we  knock 
the  door  wifl  be  opened,  and  if  we 
have  faith  the  size  of  a  mustard 
seed  mountains  can  be  moved 
The  famed  British  preacher 
Charles  Haddou  Spurgeon  fa¬ 
mously  said  that  prayer  is  “the 
slender  nerve  that  moves  the 
muscle  of  omnipotence."  Let  us 
not  believe  that  our  prayers  are 
too  small  a  response  to  this  crisis. 

Here  are  some  things  for  which 

for  a  movement  of  the 
Gospel  among  the  Syrian  refugee 
community. 

■  Pray  for  the  hundreds  of  chil¬ 
dren  like  Ayians  who  will  leave  the 
shores  of  tne  Middle  East  in  the 
coming  days,  weeks,  and  months. 
Pray  for  their  safety  and  protec¬ 
tion. 

■  Pray  for  your  brothers  and 
sisters  in  Christ  who  are  working 
to  care  for  the  refugee  communi¬ 
ties  around  them. 

■  Pray  that  God  would  open 
your  eyes  to  ways  that  you  can 
help  ease  the  pain  of  those  im¬ 
pacted  by  this  conflict 


which  he  explained  how  the  Ira¬ 
nian  government  has  allegedly 
supported  the  murder  of  Ameri¬ 
cans  over  four  decades. 

The  deal  will  not  promote 
religious  liberty  in  Iran,  Russell 
said,  but  rather  strengthen  “the 
hold  of  the  Ayatollah  and  the  Su¬ 
preme  Council  and  their  lock  on 
the  people  they  dictate  to.” 

Russell  agreed  with  U.S. 
President  Barack  Obama  that 
America  should  not  attempt  to 
tie  the  release  of  Abedini  and 
other  American  prisoners  in 
Iran  to  the  nuclear  deal.  “You 
don’t  want  to  get  in  a  situation 
where  people  that  are  held  hos~ 
^“protecting  the  rights  of  tage  can  be  blackmailed  for  mi¬ 
norities”  as  wtS  as  releasing  <^eff??f7?0nS'  i 
aerican  pastor  Saeed  Abedini  U.S.  Sen.  Jame  Unkford  (R.- 
d  other  Amoian  prisoners.  Ok), a  member  £(*ailSprme 
However,  Congressman  Steve  Churchui  Oklahoma  City,  said 
«ell  (R-Ok.)  told  Baptist  the  nudear  deal  would  give  Iran 
ess  Iran’s  bad  behavior  mice  several  important  resources  for 
•  1979  Islamic  Revolution,  in-  developing  a  nudear  weapon: 
ding  support  for  the  murder  tune  to  complete  thor  research, 
“thousands  of  Americans,”  money,  balhstx  misale  capabjh- 
zgest  the  nation  s  leaders  wiB  ty,  and  the  abtoty  “to  oontinue  to- 
ntinne  to  sponsor  terrorism.  wards  highly  enriched  uranium. 

Money  and  increased  nudear  “They  are  allowed  to  stockpile 
parity  stemming  from  the  conventional  weapons  under 
si  will  exacerbate  the  prob-  this  agreement  and  to  be  able  to 
n,  he  said.  even  add  things  like  surface-to- 

Iran  “will  use  money  to  fond  air  defense  capabilities  to  be  able 
oxy  wars,”  said  Russell,  a  to  defend  then  military  sites.  So 
ember  of  First  Southern  Bap-  you  teB  me...  does  Iran  have  what 
t  Church  in  Oklahoma  City.  He  if  needs  to  be  able  to  complete  a 
ide  a  floor  speech  Sept.  8,  in  nudear  weapon  under  this  deaL” 


Toot  from  p .  1 

sure  the  political  deals  are  solid 
md  strong,  we  cannot  ignore  this 
religious  dimension  in  dealing 
»vith  Iran.” 

Once  the  deal  takes  effect, 
Ibrahim  said,  “we  need  to  be 
pautious  and  practice  signifi- 
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churches  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and  activities  for  secular 
or  outside  organizations  wilt  not  be  published 

Preferred  method:  news  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  email  address  below,  and  must  be  included  in  the 
message  segment  of  an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method:  news 
may  be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  J  1/2  by  11-inch  paper 
and  mailed.  Alt  articles  must  be  received  in  writing:  no  articles 
wiH  be  accepted  over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  wiH  be  accepted  Photograph 
attachments  m  JPEG  format  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  the  who.  what.  whan, 
where  details  of  the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person  s 
address  and  telephone  number. 

Photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically  via  email.  « 
attachments  m  JPEG  format  Hard  copy  photographs  maitsd 
through  tha  postal  service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photo¬ 
graphs  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  welWighted.  Photographs 
must  depict  people.  No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  wiH  be  printed  Photographs  conteinirK.  *nappropn- 
ate  gestures  and  objectionable  clothing  will  not  b*  published 


not  reproduce  well  on  newsprint  are  generally  net  publishable 

Thera  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/or  photographs 
w*  be  published,  and  unsolicited  materiel  wi*  not  be 
acknowledged  or  returned  All  news  items  are  subject  to 
adding,  and  al I  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping  News 
items  and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time  only 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to  requested 
publication  date  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  wii  be 
published  or  •  apaceewaileble  basis  These  guidelines  are 
not  meant  to  be  exhaustive 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.O.  Box  530.  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3*10.  Email:  baptistrecordB 
mbcb.org. 
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A  portion  of  The  Village  V>«w  «s  allocated 
each  month  to  a  list  'of  Gift?,  of  Honor  and 
Memory  Many  groups  and  individuals 
elect  to  pay  tnlvufe  to  others  through  this 


eentngful.  and  helpful 
lea  in  re  is  hopefully 
et  honor  with  taste  and  re¬ 
po  are  and  have  been  s 
;iat  friends 


AUGUST  1-15,  »Oi5 

MEMORIALS 

OU  Mae  George 

>ir.  ft  Mrs  Billy  Barnett 
Tb  jmaa  Graham 

Slew  Home  Baptist  Church 
J  .nie  R.  Grantham 

Mr.  Ik  Mrs.  Robert  Alexander 
Morris  L.  Gray 
Mr.  k  Mrs  Ricky  Pullen 
Petr  Grissom 
Mr  k  Mm.  M.  E.  ‘Sonny' 
Newton 
JodGtUUhom 
Dr  Milton  Metaxas 
Mr.  Lewis  Hardy 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charies  Dew 
Rev.  It  Mrs.  Johnny  Parka 
Mrs.  Lucy  HarreO 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Andy  Heater 
Mrs.  Gerry  McGraw 
Mike  R.  Hines 
Mrs.  Mkhette  Alt 
Bobby  Howe 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Charlie  Breland 
Mrs.  Chester  (Jean!  Hubbard 
Mr.  It  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Lofton 
Nina  Hunt 
Mrs  Glenda  C.  Pry 
Mrs.  Pat  James 
Mrs.  Louise  &.  Hirncox 
Patricia  James 
Ms.  Georgia  Ziegler 
Rkk  k  Christy  (Lowery) 


Randy  k  Amy  (Lowery)  Carroll 
SwepKing 

Daniel.  Dianne  k  Alissa  Smith 
Mrs.  Jerube  Knight 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
Charies  Latham 
Mrs.  Ernestine  M.  Lindsiey 
John  Lewis 

Mrs  Ernestine  M  Undaley 


Dawna  Watkins  and  Margaret 
Ashley 

Mr  k  Mrs.  Steve  E.  Janos 
Glenn  McDill 
Mrs.  Helen  Brown 
Mrs  France*  McDonald 
Mr  It  Mrs.  Reece  Douglas.  Jr. 
Rev  tester  McNair 
Hard  Bridges  k  Carolyn  Tullo* 
Dennis  R.  McVay 
Mrs.  Denise  Fanar 
Evelyn  Jean  Mitchell 
Eddiceton  Baptist  Church 
Marlene  Mitchell 
Mr.  Ik  Mrs.  Gerald  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Frances  Morgan 
Mr  h  Mrs.  Lester  Hsddo* 
Elder  Wayne  Myers 
Mr.  «t  Mis  Charies  L  Grant 
Mr.  It  Mia.  Barney  J  Albritton 
Alvin  Newell 

Mrs.  Marion  H.  Johnston 
John  Noble  Sr. 

Dariove  Baptist  Church 
R.H  Nunneriy 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
J.V.  ft  Mary  Parker 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Michael  W  Parker 
Rkk  Parka 

Rev.  ft  Mrs.  Johnny  Parks 
Lorraine  Pigott 
Mrs.  Glenda  C  Fly 
Tony  Porter 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
Thad  Potter 

Scooter  ft  Teresa  Henderson 
Taylor  ft  Jenni  Henderson 
Spence  ft  Biair  Pepper 
Edward  Prieock 
Joe  D.  Crowson 
Irene  Quin 

Mr  ft  Mrs.  Barney  J  Albritton 
Mrs.  Beane  Ray 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Charies  Dew 
Beverly  Riab 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
Keith  Risk 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Barney  J  Albritton 
Justin  Rippy 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
Nelson  Robison 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Terry  E.  Champion 
Eddie  Russell 

Mrs.  Ernestine  M.  Lindaiey 
Rev.  Roy  Smith 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
Jack  Springs 

Mr.  ft  Mis.  Barney  J.  Albritton 
G.  B.  Steele 
Mrs.  Howard  Conner 
M.  J.  Saucier 
Jimmy  Strong 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jack  Alexander 
Mrs.  Peggy  Tanner 
Rev  William  B.  Webb 
Jake  Taylor 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jerry  Sisco 
Mr.  Dennie  Thurman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
Freddie  Townsend 
Mrs.  Ollie  Faye  Jones 
Parker  Voss 

Mr.  ft  Mrs.  RudyGrenn 
Mrs.  Glenda  C.  Fry 
Bubba  Walters 
Mr.  ft  Mis.  Jack  McRee 
Mr.  Cecil  Washington 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  E.  Lofton 
Rev.  Robert  E.  Washington 
Mr.  Frederick  Duane 
Washington 
Mrs.  Inez  Westbrook 
Mr.  ft  Mrs  Albert  F  Dribben 
Nell  White 

Bovina  Baptist  Church 
Dustin  Wilkie 
Ms.  Marie  S.  Graham 
Tammy  Pounds  ft  Clara 
Pounds 

Mr.  David  Williams 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Tyier  Young 

Sr.  Adah  Women  »  SSC,  First 
Baptist  Church  MafhLston 
Wayne  Young 

Daniel.  Dianne  ft  Alissa  Smith 


AUGUST  16-31,  *015 


Mrs.  Helen  Alderman 
Ms.  Nancy  F  Patrick 
Sonny  Avant 
Turkey  Creek  BC 
Jake  Campbell 
Turkey  Creek  BC 
Daniel  Duke 
Turkey  Creek  BC 
Mrs.  Martha  Enaigr 
Ms.  Nancy  F.  Patrick 
Bro.  Johnny  Parks 
Jerusalem  BC 
Ted  Pickett 

Rev.  Wilham  B  Webb 
Mrs.  Johnnie  Taylor 
Ms  Nancy  F.  Patrick 
Alabei  Wiser 

Dr.  ft  Mrs.  J.  George  Smith 


AUGUST  16-31,  aois 

MEMORIALS 

Linda  Ackerman 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  (Crandall  Howell 
V.C  -Pinkey'  ft  Janie  Ahlrich 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Thomas  L  Uhn 
Paul  Andrews 
Magnolia  HS  Class  of  1950 
Barbara  Ann  Bishop 
BiDy  ft  Tanya  Moore 
Rachael  Lee  Bond 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Alan  C  Hurdle 
Rod  Brasfidd 

Jimmy  ft  Bonnie  HoOingswnrth 
Mrs  Metree  Breland 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Danny  Reed 


Mr.  Bill  Burchfield 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  Wayne  Burchfield 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Charies  Dew 
Gene  Butler 
Billy  ft  Tanya  Moore 
Michael  Butler 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Larry  Lowery 
Mrs.  Betty  Lou  Cain 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Anthony  Thomas 
Joseph  Callahan 
Arlington  Heights  BC 
Mrs.  Annie  Camp 
Turkey  Creek  BC 


Mr  Charies  Canon 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Mr.  ft  Mn.  Robert  Alexander 
Cecil  Boswell’s  Mother 
Mrs.  Irene  B.  Lancaster 
Mrs.  Judy  L.  Clanton 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  David  Doss 
Mr  ft  Mrs.  James  E  Palmer 
Wayne  Collins 

Arlington  Heights  BC 
Mr.  John  Culbreath 
Jim,  Cindy  ft  Ryan  McCurdy 
Malcolm  Culpepper 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Murray  L  Scoggins 


Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Ralph  L  Carroll 
Mr.  Thomas  H.  Martin 
Mrs.  Alice  Grisham 
Mr.  Jimmy  Daniels 
Rev.  William  B.  Webb 
Mrs.  Jack  Fatherly 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Bob  Taykw 
Mr.  Carol  Autry  Festervand 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Robert  Alexander 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Jimmy  Jenkins 
Darrell  Forman 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Kenneth  W.  Moss 
Keith  Fortenberry 
Mr.  ft  Mrs.  Maurice  Ingram 


SOCIAL  SERVICES  SECRETARY 

The  BCV  has  an  immediate  opening  for  an  individual  to  fill  the  position 
of  Social  Services  Secretary  in  the  agency's  headquarters  in  Ridgeland. 
The  individual  filling  this  position  must  be  a  mature  Christian  adult  with 
personal  integrity,  Christian  character  and  a  sound  reputation.  This  indi¬ 
vidual  must  also  have  a  demonstrated  commitment  to  the  ethical  stan¬ 
dards  incumbent  upon  each  staff  member  of  the  BCV  staff  and  an  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  confidentiality  extended  to  children  and  families  served  by 
the  BCV.  This  individual  must  be  able  to  deal  with  children  and  adults  in  a 
warm,  accepting  manner.  The  successful  candidate  must  have  a  minimum 
of  an  associate’s  degree  or  equivalent,  and  training  and  experience  in  sec¬ 
retarial  tasks  and  be  proficient  in  general  office  computing  tasks,  specifi¬ 
cally  word  processing  spreadsheet  applications  and  data  entry  in  various 
applications.  Other  significant  responsibilities  include  phone  coverage,  ex¬ 
tensive  filing  and  significant  interactions  with  members  of  the  social  service 
and  clinical  staff. 

To  apply  for  this  position,  please  contact  Kristen  Slaven,  Director  of 
Social  Services  at  ksfaven@bapdstchildrensvillage.com.  Applications  are 
available  at  www.bapcistchildrensviltage.com.  Please  complete  and  send  it, 
along  with  a  statement  of  faith  and  a  resume  copy  to  Ms.  Slaven  at  1 14 
Marketridge  Drive,  Ridgeland,  MS  39157. 


BCV  EMPLOYMENT  OPPORTUNITY 

The  BCV  employs  Chrisdan,  mission-minded,  husband  and  wife 
teams,  without  dependent  children  or  pets,  to  serve  in  the  posidon 
of  Houseparents. The  couples  must  be  mature  Chrisdan  adults  with 
personal  integrity,  character  and  of  good  reputation  with  standards 
and  ethics  expected  of  any  member  of  The  Baptist  Children’s  Vil¬ 
lage  staff. 

They  receive  a  salary  with  benefits  and  are  provided  a  private  bed¬ 
room  and  meals  while  on  duty. The  primary  job  responsibility  of 
Houseparents  is  to  maintain  a  home-like  environment  that  models 
healthy,  Chrisdan  family  living  for  children  and  youth  residents. They 
are  the  primary  caregivers  and  help  with  everything  from  trans¬ 
portation  and  homework  to  laundry  and  meals  when  on  duty. 

Houseparent  responsibilities  are  varied  and  somewhat  depend¬ 
ent  upon  which  campus  and  to  which  cottage  the  couple  is  as¬ 
signed.  However,  all  Houseparents  need  to  be  in  good  physical, 
mental  and  emotional  health. They  must  be  cooperative  and  com¬ 
fortable  working  in  a  team  environment. 

To  apply  for  the  current  Houseparent  openings,  please  contact 
Celeste  Cade  at  ccade@baptistchildrensvillage.com  or  601-922- 
2241 

A  complete  job  description  and  application  may  be  downloaded 
at  www.baptistchildrensvillage.com. 
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Humanity's  Fall 


‘  (KJV).  Jesus  esis  3:21  reads,  “Unto  Adam  also  and 
leaders  of  His  to  his  wife  did  the  Lord  God  make 
of  your  father  coats  of  skins,  and  clothed  them," 
of  your  father  (KJV).  God  killed  animals  to  cover 
ierer  from  the  Adam  and  Eve.  Hebrews  9:22b  reads, 
t  in  the  truth,  “and  without  shedding  of  blood  is 
in  him.  When  no  remission,"  (KJV).  God  shed 
teaketh  of  his  blood  to  cover  the  fallen  first  couple. 

1  the  father  of  This  was  a  picture  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
i  become  de-  Christ,  who  would  pay  with  His  pre- 
ceivers.  cious  blood  for  our  sins,  and  “not  only 
Our  hearts  ours,  but  the  sins  of  the  whole  word, 
are  cor-  (1  John  2:2  KJV). 
rupt,  as  Revelation  13:8  reveals,  “And  all 
‘  Jesus  said  that  dwell  upon  the  earth  shall  wor- 
f  in  Matthew  ship  him,  whose  names  are  not  written 
15:19  “For  in  the  book  of  life  of  the  Lamb  slain 
l  out  of  the  from  the  foundation  of  the  world," 
\  heart  pro-  (KJV).  Before  Adam  and  Eve  were  de- 
I  ceed  evil  ceived,  the  Deliverer  shed  His  blood 
"  thoughts,  for  our  sins.  Romans  6:17  reads,  “But 
muraers,  God  be  thanked,  that  ye  were  the  ser- 
,  thefts,  false  vants  of  sin,  but  ye  have  obeyed  from 
(KJV),  and  as  the  heart  that  form  of  doctrine  which 
7:9-  10a,  “The  was  delivered  you.*  (KJV).  The  thief 
all  things,  and  still  seeks  to  steal,  kill,  and  destroy 
can  know  it?  1  through  deception.  Don’t  be  deceived, 
t,"  (KJV).  The  Deliverer  Jesus  offers  you  salva- 

mr  sad  drama  tion  today.  It  is  still  your  choice-  the 
sible  to  the  hu-  deceiver  or  the  Deliverer? 
er 

fter  God  pro-  Henson  is  pastor  of  Oakdale 
tie  guilty,  uen-  Church,  Brandon. 


sheep  of  his  hand,"  (KJV).  We  are  de-  ing,  and  being  deceived, 
ceived  when  we  believe  his  lies  and  at-  confronted  the  religious 
tempt  to  usurp  God’s  position  as  Lord  day  in  John  8:44,  “Ye  arc 
of  our  lives.  the  devil,  and  the  lusts 

_ I _ m*  Jesus  described  Satan  in  John  ye  will  do.  He  was  a  mur 

In  the  Garden  of  Eden  he  is  called  to:  10,  “The  thief  cometh  not,  but  for  beginning,  and  abode  nc 
a  serpent,  but  he  is  clearly  Satan,  to  steal,  and  to  kill,  and  to  destroy:  I  because  there  is  no  truth 
Revelation  12:9  reads,  "And  the  great  am  come  that  they  might  have  life,  and  he  speaketh  a  lie,  he  s] 
dragon  was  cast  out,  that  old  serpent,  that  they  might  have  it  more  abun-  own:  for  he  is  a  liar,  an< 
called  the  Devil,  and  Satan,  which  de-  dautly,*  (KJV).  The  thief  stole  the  in-  it,*  (KJV).  The  deceive 
ceiveth  the  whole  world:  he  was  cast  nocence  of 
out  into  the  earth,  and  his  angels  were  Adam  and 
cast  out  with  him,"  (KJV).  He  is  known  Eve;  killed 
throughout  the  Scripture  as  the  de-  them  phys- 
ceiver.  The  first  time  he  is  mentioned  ically,  for 
is  here,  deceiving  Adam  and  Eve.  The  they  began 
last  we  hear  of  him  is  Revelation  20:10,  to  die  the 
“And  the  devil  that  deceived  them  was  day  they 
cast  into  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone,  sinned; 
where  the  beast  and  the  false  prophet  and  he  de- 
are,  and  shall  be  tormented  day  and  s  t  r  o  y  e  d 


God’s  word  reveals  in  Genesis  3 
where  sin  originated.  We  know  the 
story,  so  let  us  examine  the  players  in 
|  the  drama  of  the  fall  of  humanity.  The 
story  includes  The  Deceiver. 


Explore  the  I 

with  Rick  Henson 


his  heart  from  being  involved  with  evil 
things,  and  those  wno  engage  in  them. 


a  comfoi 


with  Ann  Maniscalco 


sary,  Sept.  20;  services,  10:  45 
a.m.,  followed  by  dinner  on  the 
grounds  and  worship  servije 
and  reception;  Larry  Darden, 
pastor. 


-  Wed.,  7  pm.;  Harvey  Reeves, 
speaker;  Sandra  Smith,  music; 
Tommy  Inmon,  pastor. 

►  Balia  Fountain  Church. 
Ocaan  Springs:  125th  anniver¬ 


Dwight  Faulkenbery,  speaker, 
Gary  Dover,  music. 


Revivals  &  Homecomings 

►  East  Philadelphia  Church.  Sep*.  20;  services,  10:30  s.m., 
hlladalphia:  Homecoming,  followed  by  fellowship  meal; 
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